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IF YOUR IDEA OF A REMODELER'S BUSINESS TOOLS IS A BUCKET
OF NAILS, A RUSTY HAMMER AND A SIX-PACK OF SCHLITZ,
THIMK AGAIN. The home remodeling induss Iy hir $149.5 bal-
lion last year, and today’s remodelers are more sophisticared
than ever. They track projects with high-end compurer soft-
Ware, If |||'\-|-.l:.".|. |:1-.'-|||1'-. LA g atae- |.:-|‘ the-art CEUPATIERT
and even employ their own in-house architects and J Sy
ers. They're called design/build remodeling firms, and like
the name suggeses, they not only build your addition or
remodel, they design i, too.

Bradenton-based John Kiernan Construction is one such
design/build firm, and was recently ranked among the wp
50 remodelers in the country by Huu.u'mrl-,‘ Magazine. We

spoke with Eiernans |||-J1-.1|.|'-.| -.'I:_'Hl{mr |1,1r} I"n:-i,..:l:'u alboner
this growing trend

What iz your role az the in-house dqiigﬂer For adﬂign.-" build

firm? As a construction company’s in-house designer, | envision a

buil.d:r.g'i design as well as its construction. I'm with the clients

from the b-E;._':lll"lr'lll'lié: and e the project |.|‘III:|I.IH"'| thie end. | anape

Frlﬂ.':-'l.'m'. and whespected i:h.lnEr; .'I|{.|I'|_ the wiry. | | ook st the

work that's happening and provide gu -r.‘ame to the tradespecple.
I like being closer to the work. It's more fun, mone i-at-s.f,-ﬂg-

Hewe does your role differ from an architect who works at an
architect firm? An architect firm will pive plans to a client and the
client takes the plans to contractors to pet bids. [Whereas in
desipn/build, the plans are executed in-house. | When | worked at
an architect firm, if | wanted to see the job | designed, I'd have to
drive by. AL might.

When thould a hameowner choose d.:ig’n."huil.d instead of an
architect firm? Integrated design and construction is important. If
e Ir".' ??lng to remodel WO e and want to see it done close
to your budget, you have to EI::"'-'HH‘I Il |1~|r.-:_:-c:||'-|:'|8 firrm. [t & total-
W chifferant ball of wax from new construction, The ._"lr.]-.-.-:n? Wi EI_""_
from architects blow the budget every time. Sometimes it's even
double. Hemodeling firms know what remodeling costs. Then
Bpain, i o v pot a one- qaf-a-kind, el oo kind af ko, Yo
wank to hire an architect as artist.
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What are some examples of design/build projects in town?
Lakewood Ranch was o design/build. It helps to fast track a project

Favorite style of house to work on? | don't really have a prefer-
BACE aith::.h._.gh | would leve to de 3 Carl Abbett or Sarasola School
of Architecture, but those projects usually po to specialists. Most
of the heuses | wark on were built in the last 20 years.

Farm over Function? “Form" is subjective, but | assumse by “form”
wou mean Mesthelics. I'd v to o wiith "l.ll"ll.'1.l:H"l; pfattli:ﬂl. The
Digmest complaints from homeowners are about furct :'Elr'l.'||||.'§.'.

When is it 2 gut job and when do you build arcund an existing
structure? If & home FEgQUEnes o *;.lEniI-u:.mI amaount of work, it's
sometimes better to sell and buy something bigger. For example,
if a client paid 400,000 for their house and their remodel is
going to cost 3300,000, sometimes we'll tell the client to look
for a $T00.000 house and see if they still want to remodel, But
peopie have all kinds of ressons for wanting to stay. Lseographic
rEasons, |'u'-r:\-.-:|r--1l rEAsOs,

Which do you enjoy more: renoveting an old house or building
a hiE naw one from scratch? I'd say rencvations every time. There
are more challenges when you're working with the constraints of
the existing condition. You have to problem solve and exercise inge-
ity Plug it's rr'r'..'-.-l g irmeEed g i .!I'lll'“!tl'-..'lil'.:‘.j' rdrastruchure,

What are your favorite srchitect-specific words? Ineffable. It
deseribes the indescribable, s visceral and intuitiee the pobenial
For architecture bo achieve. Alsa, LeCorbusier, He's a semansl
radermist French architect. | studied him in India for my masters
thagis,

What percentage of being an architect is creativity vs. math?
Math is a tool of creativity.

How do Florida®s hurricanes affect design? Code requires
sheer walls on every comer. 5o you can't put windows or doors in
comers, which can sometimes be a limitation. Also, budget issues
can limit scope of work. It's more expenshee to build here because
structhures have to be '.IrnnEr-r. E

JUME 2006 SRO

8



